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The Kalahari African Wild Dog 

(AWD) Conservation Trust 

(KAWDCT) was established in 

March 2021, however, it has been in 

the making since 2019.  

Welcome to our first Newsletter!  Through this medium we 
hope to update you on news and views on AWD conservation 
in Namibia but also with some regional perspectives from time 
to time. 
 
African Wild Dogs are Namibia’s most endangered large 
carnivore and with  less than 350 individuals remaining, they are 
listed as critically endangered in Namibia. Unfortunately, AWD 
conservation has been seriously neglected, especially the free 
roaming populations outside of National Parks (NPs).  
 
The KAWDCT is building on and supplementing pre-existing 

research and conservation, in the area, adopting a holistic 

approach to all conflict-causing wildlife species. The project’s 

goals are to identify potential solutions through research, 

monitoring, collaboration and human wildlife conflict 

mitigations in order to gain a better understanding of AWD 

ecology and the threats facing them.  Ultimately, our goal is to 

ensure the survival of this unique species.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHASING GHOSTS …… 
FOOTPRINTS FROM THE FIELD        

 

Nadja has worked primarily in the 

field in the Kunene, Zambezi, 

Otjozondjupa and Omaheke regions 

as well the neighbouring areas of the 

Etosha National Park since 2005, 

specializing in community-based 

natural resource management, 

wildlife management conservation, 

human wildlife conflict, and joint 

venture tourism. She has facilitated 

important links between communal 

conservancies and the private sector 

that strengthened local economies. 

As a young conservationist, although 

with 15 years working experience, 

Nadja has set her sights on African 

Wild Dog conservation in Namibia 

and taking on the challenge. With 

broad experience and exposure in 

ecology and social sciences, Nadja is 

equipped with the tools, network 

and experience and has initiated a 

grassroots intense field based 

project, dedicated to the 
conservation of African Wild Dogs, 

their ecosystem and peoples 

coexisting with wildlife. 

kalahariwdproject@gmail.com 

Tel: +264 81 832 5764 
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The focal area of the project is within the eastern Kavango, 

Otjozondupa and Omaheke regions, comprised of free-hold 

farms (a combination of game and livestock farming) resettled 

farms occupied by previously displaced Namibians, traditional 

communal conservancies and the Khaudum and Mangetti 

National Parks (NP). 

The project intends to operate south of Khaudum NP, in the 
Tsumkwe District, where the majority of the population are the 
marginalized Ju/’hoan San communities, with minorities of 
Damara, Oshiwambo and Otjiherero speaking peoples. The 
area falls within the Kavango Zambezi Trans-Frontier Park 
(KAZA), which is the epicenter of free roaming and diverse 
wildlife, with iconic species such as Elephant, Lion, Cheetah, 
Hyena and AWDs. These are also the species causing the 
highest conflict with farmers and are persecuted 
indiscriminately.  

The project area also falls within the Kalahari KBA, a vital 
landscape and environment to numerous wildlife species that is  
under threat from climate change, human encroachment. This 
area also provides important corridors for wildlife migrations, 
diversity expansion and repopulation. Habitat connectivity is 
threatened in the Otjozondjupa, Omaheke, Kavango and 
Zambezi regions through excessive timber harvesting, slash-
and-burn agriculture and expanding human settlement.  

 

Profiled Partner for this edition 

The Ju”hoansi Tracker Association 

The exceptional tracking skills of 

indigenous Kalahari San Master Trackers 

may soon be lost. These trackers 

represent a unique part of humanity’s 

cultural heritage and are an invaluable 

resource for nature conservation 

worldwide. It is crucial that a programme 

of employment creation be initiated in 

order to ensure that their invaluable 

tracking expertise is passed on to the 

younger generation and that they mentor 

trackers from other parts of the world. 

The Nyae Nyae Conservancy in the 

Kalahari, north-east Namibia, presents an 

opportunity to develop a conservation 

programme in one of the last true 

wilderness areas that can have far-

reaching implications for indigenous 

communities and biodiversity conservation 

worldwide 

The Master Trackers are currently in the 

process of mentoring the best active 

indigenous bow-and-arrow hunters in 

order to certify the last remaining Master 

Trackers in the Nyae Nyae Conservancy.  
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Establishing the KAWDCT has been an exciting and humbling 

experience for me. I find myself reflecting on my many years in 

the bush whilst settling in at a new field base in the Nyae Nyae 

Conservancy.  The camp is derelict and neglected but I remain 

hopeful that I will be able to develop it into a functional 

Research Base and home sometime in the future.  

It is appropriate therefore that I begin with a tribute to a mentor 
who provided great inspiration to me for much of my young life., 
the late Garth Owen Smith.    

My personal relationship with Garth goes back to 1981,  when 

my parents first met him. Endless conversations about Garth’s 

conservation vision were held around the dinner table and the 

camp fire at Wereldsend where we frequently visited him and his 

partner Margie.. In 1983, Garth had started operations with the 

first Community Game Guards, which became an integral part of 

today’s Namibia conservation and community based natural 

resource management.   

My most vivid memory was a trip in 1992 to the Kunene region 

and Garth took us to the “Valley of the Tuskers”, on the eastern 

side of the Skeleton Coast. There Garth had me take an oath to 

‘solemnly swear to look after the rhino and elephants of 

Namibia.’ I hope that I have fulfilled that oath, now dedicating 

my life and career to African Wild Dogs. 

“Chasing Ghosts” became a slogan of mine, when 4 years ago, I 

started my journey understanding and learning about the 

persecution of African Wild Dogs.  I followed and got to know 3 

packs in the eastern part of Namibia, for four long years yet I 

never saw them, not a single live one … I only heard them, 

tracked them, or witnessed the aftermath of den destruction and killings. Within my first week in the 

Nyae Nyae Conservancy, I had a fleeting, but wonderful sighting of an African Wild Dog. He calmly 

looked at me before moving off =, my first “Ghost”!   Perhaps this is a sign that I am where I should 

be?  

Trail of thoughts 

 

Garth’s vision in conservation, and 

most of all his forward thinking, was 

his un-floundering belief that the key 

to wildlife’s conservation lay in the 

hands of the communities living with 

wildlife and not the State or other 

large corporates. His tireless 

commitment to this, and his ability to 

unite individuals, communities, 

leaders and indeed the entire 

Namibian nation in this principle of 

community ownership and 

responsibility,  contributed to the 

successes Namibia sees now in how 

our land is utilized. 

Garth was a sound believer that 

conservation happens on the ground, 

not from air conditioned offices, nor 

behind laptops and through endless 

workshops or meetings, but by 

embedding oneself amongst the 

communities living with wildlife,  

learning first about the ancestral and 

cultural connections the people have 

with wildlife, and acknowledging 

today’s challenges. 

 


